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Our most recent effort in this recard has been the preparation and
printing of an Ashestos and Health Information File, w@ich we have
mailed to scme 3,000 newspapers, magazinres, trade publications,
radio and TV stations, science writers, etc., acrcss the United

States.

Dasically, the file contains copies of five industry pasition
papers on asbestos and asbestos-health, as well as a nunbsar gf
inportant medical papers ard a pair of photographs illustrating

" the bencfits of asbestas and industry efforts at envirenmental
control. thile we don't sxpact our information file to change the
vhole attitude of the press toward asbestos, we ar2 heping that
the media will make use of it tc accurately report the industry's
position when doing stories on the subject.

and now, having heard the had side of the public rclations problem,
it's time for some goci novs. "

And the good news is that despite all the negative articles on
asbestos-health that have appeared in the press over the past half-
dozen years, very few people have been paying attention. Let me
explain. 4

In February, the Association undertonk a personal interview .
rescarch ‘survey of the American public to determine its attitude
toward asbestos and its awvareness of the health issuec. The survey
was conducted by the Opinicn Resecarch Corperaticn during larch and
~pril. More than 2,000 demographically selected lmericans ward

intervieweq.

tlithout going into encrmous detail, the results shew that cnly 22

1 - per cent of the Imerican public ars aware of the health hazards of
asbestns, and that 80 per cent of these consider it a hazard oaly ~

to thase who arc occupationally expased. 5L merce three per cent

.of .those interviewed stated that. they considernd asbestos a health

hazard to the general puhlic, and less than one quarter of onc per

cent consicered it the most dangerous material cn the list they

vere given to chaose from. Surprisingly, the college age youths =

of Mmerica are no more aware of the hazards nf asbestns than their © 7

‘ : parants and grandparents.

These results should he reassuring to those industry customers vho
) fear that the general puhlic will stop huying their products
. because they contain ashaestos.

Before ga.ag on to describe our activities in the government
relations area, I think it might be interesting at this point to
take a very brief look at the manner in which Dr. Sclikoff an:d his
supporters have used his rosearch results tc dramatize and
exaggerate the coriousnass cf the ashestns-health problem. I have
two charts which point this out rathar conelusively.
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