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Our  moot recent effort i n  this rcsard has bcen the preparation and 
printing 'of an ?shestas ancl EIealth Iafornation F i l a ,  which we have 
nailed to s l jme 3,000 newspapers, nagatims, trade publications, 
radio and TV s ta t ions ,  science writers, etc., acrcst the Unit& 
states. 

Casicnl ly ,  the f i le  con+.ins copies of f i v e  industry pos i t ion  
papers an asbestos and asbestos-health, as well as it number of 
inportant xaeeical papers acct a pair of photographs i l l r s t r a t i n g  
thc benef i t s  of asbestos anC industry efforts at environmental 
control .  
whole n t t i t u d e  of the press tovrard asbestos, wc zr2 hr?ping that 
tha nec?ia will nake usc nf it tc accurately report  the industry's 
position when doing s t o r i e s  on the subject. 

'Ilhilc tyc don't rxpact our infornation file t o  ch?!rjc t h e  

And nowl having heard t!!c hcr? side of t!!c publ i c  relations p r o b l c ,  
it's t i m e  for some gocL ncvs. 1 

&And the good news is t h c t  desp i te  all &e negative articles an 
asbestos-hea1t.S t h a t  have appear& i n  t h e  ?rcss over t h e  p a s t  half- 
dozcn years, very few people have bcen paying. a t t e n t i o n .  

In February, the Association undertook a personal interview . -...- I:.-'- 

rescclrch'sunrey of t he  r.nzric4m public t n  6ctcmine its attitude 
tcward asbes tos  tncl its atrareness of t h e  heal th  i ssue .  The survcy 
was cnnducted by the Opinian Rcscarch C o r p r a t i n n  during !larch nr.3 
T-pril.  
in tcrvicwcd. 

Let me $k+$.. . .: s',"-: .?.-- 

..*...' . 
explain. I .i... -,**..:*d:' . .  .. ....... - - .  

.. . . _ '  .' 

h r e  than 2, OOQ cknogr.qAiically scllectcc! 2mcrFcans w i l n  

Vithout going into encr-xs detail, thc r e s u l t s  shcv that  Gnly 22 
per cent of the 1'Lncricnn publ i c  ara milre nf the h m l t ! i  hazarcls @f 
clsf3estr)st and thct 80 per cent af t!?ese consider it a haz'trcl 0.d~ 
t n  thnsc who zrc occupationally c-xposcd, L marc. three per  cent '  

- of. those interviewed stntcc? t h a t  they mnsidercx~ asbestos il health 
hazard t o  the  general public, <mcl loss than one quarter of on= per 
c c n t  consickre2 it thc most dangerous n a t u r i n l  cn L ~ C  list thcy 
were given to chacisa frnn. Surpris ingly ,  t h e  collcge age youths 
of America are no more aw.are of the hazarcls ne asbcstns than t h e i r  
pcrants ancf grandparents. 

Zhcsc rcsults should he reassuring to thosc inc'lustry custmers vhz 
fear  that  the gcncrid. piihhlic t r i l l  s top  buying t h c i r  pmducts 
bcczusc t l icy contain ashsstas. 

' 

-- _ _  

Deforc go--ig on to descrSe our nctivitics in the government 
r e l a t ions  swca, I th ink  it night  be in teres t in9  ct t h i s  point tr \  
take a vcsy brief laak ct the mnncr in which 9r. S c l i k o f f  an:I h i s  
su2porters hiwe cs& his rzscnrch results tc drami t izc  and 
exitggersto the  snrirnisnrrss cf t h e  ashcstns-health p r d d  ern. I havc 
two charts which point  this cwt rnehrtr w n c l  atsitwly. 
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Vithout going into encr-xs detail, thc r e s u l t s shcv that Gnly 22
per cent of the 1'Lncricnn public ara milre nf the h m l t ! i hazarcls @f
clsf3estr)st and thct 80 per cent af t!?ese consider it a haz'trcl 0.d~
t n thnsc who zrc occupationally c-xposcd, L marc. three per cent'
- of. those interviewed stntcc? t h a t they mnsidercx~ asbestos il health
hazard t o the general public, <mcl loss than one quarter of on= per
c c n t consickre2 it thc most dangerous n a t u r i n l cn L ~ C list thcy
were given to chacisa frnn. Surprisingly, t h e collcge age youths
of America are no more aw.are of the hazarcls ne asbcstns than t h e i r
pcrants ancf grandparents.
Zhcsc rcsults should he reassuring to thosc inc'lustry custmers vhz
fear that the gcncrid. piihhlic t r i l l stop buying t h c i r pmducts
bcczusc tlicy contain ashsstas.
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