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s q c c t  unusual hazards in t h i s  day of explodhg technolow. Occasionally a 
mrc scrioua problem arises that ncsds spec ia l  treetncnt. 
eering tnd Claim people feel it ncccssam t o  dacument the ir  concern over a new 
and catastrophically serious l o r 3  p o t r n t b l  h w l v i n e  tha  astestcis industrp, 
relative to the workmen's end general public exposure to asbestos dust 

Tha Travelers Engin- 

indicating a probable causal . 
with the ask-eotas industry 

A DoctogSeliksfr's t c s t h n y  - war 
casu. 30lins=I*ka~ille th'ouzht this  a s s  . 

as a major pmauesr of asbestos, would 

or the  colon. 

Dr. I. J. Sel ikbff  of the Ht. S h a l  Hospital i n  Xaw York City has made s ta t i s t i ca l  
s tudies  of asbestos w r k e r s  and insulation installers, who baw been exposed over , 
the last 25 years, Two quotes from Doctor EelFkoff's published data foUows: - 

"Building trades, I r d x l l a t i o a  workers haw rulatively l ight ,  

. through 1962, 45 died of cancer of the l u g  o r  pleura, *ere86 

infennittent exposures .to asbestos. Of 632 insulation 
workem who sntercd the trade beford'1?43 and uure traGt2d 

only 6.6 such deaths were expected. Three of ' the  pleural 
tumors wure uesothsliomas; them was a l so  one peritoneal 
mesothelioma. 
is an exceedingly high i x i d e n t s  for such a rare turror. Zn 
oddition, an unexpectod but large nvmber or E C ~  d i e d  of . 
cancer of the stomach, colon, o r  rectm (29 compared wlth 

* 9.4 expected). Cthsr cancers Were not increased; 20.5 were 
expected, 21.occwmd. T d w  mn d i e d  of asbestosis." 

\ 
Four mesotheliomas In a total  of 255 deaths I 

! "Among the asbestos \arkers studicd here, cancer o f  tde stomach, 
color and rectum were three times as fiequent a b  expected. 

' These data su&..est there ray parhaps be an etiolo@,cal rela- 
tionship btween the industrial asbestos s ~ a s u r e  and carcinoma 
of ths gastral i h t c s t h a l  tract." 

The ettakhsd copy of page8 taken fmm Taylor8 Digest further s-31 out the problem 
and demonstrata the  type of material that is nppearhg in the pubUe pres3 Kith 
in ere a s h g  frs queney . 
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involves thc  alvcolar wal ls  of tho lune ana thickens them by cohesive prol i fcrated 
call.5. In sbsrt, It rnauces the l u n ~  cspacit? rfhich.may'dtimately lead to death. 
Two tyFes o f  cancer h w c  also been associated w i t h  the inhalation of asbestos 
dust, carchores o f  the lung and resothcliora of thempleura or peritoneum. 

himself,  nevcrthelesa the pmducta 
becam cxposed to estestos Cust and 

ed bp ather emphyaes, whereby he 
, 

J 

In h i s  complaint hr StDteb,  'wt each of the defmdants h e w ,  or should ham 
h o r n ,  # a t  the chemical compounds and dclatsrioua substance8 an6 matter in said 
b o d a t i o n  as compounded, prcparcd and mYrufoctumd by defendants Here. highly 
poisonous, daneerous and harmful t o  hurnbn beings and t o  tho health of man and 
that such materials v e x  defect ive.  and were not. suitkble for the  purposes ror 
which t h y  :IC= inttnCcd." 

It is i n t e r e s t i n g  to note t h b  statement was mads in bpite o f  tha'fact that in 
1961 Tomplait's doctor told him t o  Est out of,tho business or quit srr.oking if he 

Y e t  today, he is s t i l l  wrkfnk around such exposures. 

Our Claim llcpartment learned 3x1 January of 1969, that tte are involved in a t  l e a s t  
two puore cages s i m i l a r  t o  the Tomplait case which invalvod three of our  policy- 

7LL holdcrr out of ten named defendants. . 

Asbestosis, lung or colon cancer claims whether Amp o r  l iabi l i ty ,  fmm asbcsto's-* 
workers or thoar working with asbsstoo materials, aro one thing, but the grneral 
public ax~osure and claim potential is much mora i ~ r i o u s .  h'oting again the 
publlc prcss and a p c U l c a U y  the attached Taylor8 C i g e s t ,  it wiU. ba seen -.at 
much publicity i s ,  and will be given, t o  the cxpos\rrcs t o  uhich we a U  are 
sub:ected. 
insulation, brake U n h g  , piping f lreproof3n[rzr ia ls  house r i d h e ,  ecnktruc- 
tion work, etc .  , it IS certain we do breathe soma asbestos dust, even if in 
minute qrantities. Lhether as'oecstos produce3 celan cancer or not, Lbctor S c l i k o f f  
has established data that sccma to prove it. hrthor, he poin$s out that it i s  
possible to demonstrats tbe presence of asbestos fiber h the h t s a t i n d  tr sc t .  
]le further states; "All other cancer producjne subatsncea cannot be seen by the 
microsccpa or any o t k r  Way. We haw lean7 chemicals t h a t  w i l l  prcdcce cimccf, 
but. there is no way o f  s a c 5 e  thorn. Pet, t h l s  parGieular arbetanee EM bo seen 
under the microscopa and i s  parmnncnt, i t 8  rock 60 you knew, l t u  4 mfnorrl, M d  
has a h a l f  l i f e  o f  inf inity,  ar.d onco It get8 !nta the body it can be found there 
50 years kiter." 

' wanttd to Uve.  
t > 

.) 

.i 
tvhcn we consider the ssbestoa materids which are a l l  around ua & 

, 

here H8a brought h t o  c lear  focus' when -ne wema presented with t h e  > st Johns-Hanville. by #a wtccutor3f. the Estata of Ann Fetchko in 

* '  :I 
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-2r-t in ;.;nnxiI.le, E w  Jcryey, d i d  hCr.dnely ,  or w i t h  reason t o  know, 
c3UStb o s c m  Ccst ;;nG f m ~ z  t o  he G C i i i t - t C d  h t e  t h e  atnosphsrc and bocbms 
air50rnoJ ccastftutinc a cont.inua1 hVa3lor. of the suarour.:dfne area and lccallty, 
includinc theresfdent areas or thc cormnit? ,  .so a s  to-constitute an absolute 
r.uisance.1' It further s%tca; l l !k ing  311 'tho. :time nantiocchhereln, the 
decedent uas o ' c l i ~ e d  t o  inhale and abscrt i n t o - h e r  bbdy system, the atnoSFherG 
polluted F-y the asbcstos rums aca Fe:ticlss crcatoc by the Eefcndarts as aforesaid 
ar,d in I%& tacame ill thcrcfrom acd required huspitalhatjon and surnery, and 
u1tlmztal.y gied f he sforesaid exposure on -Jure. 1.2, 1967 from Eeaathsliora 
caused by the sfo% asbs tos  air ~cAlutiozacdf the D d & h t . n  -Cn B rurthcr 
quota frcm tha conplaiht is a s ~ f o l l o w s :  .l'lfF;E-kfond&t knew and had reason t o  know 
of the hich degree of risk of  hcrlth t o  o t b r 3  ard the residtcts in the surroundhg 
are& of the plant, incluCln& the decadent, a3 t o  the askstas a k  po31ution and 

Wa ur.derst.and there  i a  another simjlrr cdrmplaint alleeine m g f b l  death from 
~.lp&helIOna but no scrvicss haw yet  been made. 
becn pl=yin& up t h e  problcm of c o n k d n a t e d  air  in L\e area. 

In the Fstchko case it js felt w8 ham no chsnce o f  w h n h g  when it is Utigated 
&CC it is svir3cr.t that John54fanvine had coptamiaalaa b k h  a k  and water 5n 
the p:t. 
bhvil le  has  bCEn co,?ta&thg the l H o n '  out'of both the air and 
quite sonic tine.'' 
the b$icatfons. 

\:e h a w  hitti several aiscussions with Jcihn'E-i:kavllla ba t h i s  problcm, both here 
b the ham oflice a n  a c s i d  a . c t 5 V -  

hazards to h w a a  posed by S o m  of the ir  7rolrctr and are actively en&aged in 
seeking means t o  leducr t h e e s v r e .  
beaded by k. Eumett, Vice b e a i d e d  of Jobidhnv iUe  and CmFfiscd of 
reprcsectatives from the Envimnuental Control, IQdical, kea1 and Poblic Relations 
5epartmnt.s. The purpose of this group is t o  datetmAne what hazards a r e  
associated with any of the ir  products and what corractivt action or protection 3 
necesaary. In addition, the insured pmvides grants t o  universities srrd scsaarch 
teams t o  determine t h e  effect8 cd exposure to aptertos and dncrral f ikr  dust on . 
humans pnd the cornctiva action necessary to b v u n t  a68ociated diseases. 

In t h c  ccmpb%nt I t  i c \  s t t t c d  in part'; "In the operation of i t s \  

thereby kccarnu strictly l i ab lu  for the dccodont ' 8  .ulthate injury 

Hmeuer, the  newsmprs ham 

fn fact a Jokns-lhndlle attorney stated, 'ConfaCect i~p Johnti 

It is apparont J o h n d h v l U e  i o  conccmsd and frfghtoned ove 

CT 
L 

*working to cstatdish guiaa mea and t o - c o n W d ~  5e e x p o & P k  have bean- 
cI inl'On38d by t h e  managemnt of Jchns-lknvllle tbet they arc a re of the poasible . 

They have s e t  up 6 Health Task Force Team 

In addition, Doctor SeUkorf has bsqn designated pgogram director for tha 
Insulation Induatm Hygiene Research hugram. 'Re nff l  L t i l i z c  the hyi ro#nta l  
Scieneso Laboratory of Fit, Sinai  School o f  Fedishe and W i l l  direct tho investi- 
gation of exposure t o  insulation workers in the eonstruetion industry which nill 
be financed by th6 20,OcO member htornational Assoc~tion of Heat and Frost 
hsulatars and Asbestos Workara and by John&xLll.b CorporatAon. 
consultation and technical a88kiblIC8 Will be pmvided by the Bureau of Occuptional 
Safety and Health of the U.S. Public Health Service. . 

Also, 

have been jnstitutad , a t  fh6 prdauction plants t o  rcducs a d  
a i r  and water. ' r%i le  these Gontmls nay t e  highly eSXAcient, 

they can never hold back lCQ$ of the  cantamhahts. 'Xuch sflort has bcm spent t o  
control ths cxposure t o  i n a d a t i o n  workers but U . i a  is an jmpossibh~ taak t o  police 
in the fie& Workers are dram fmm labor pools for short duration jobs a n d r  
not under the. d h c t  control  of the contractor, They are nof'ruceptivca tr0 Using 

e -  x 
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z d % k  is a t  lcast  a 'causal 

9 s  crrtai f  i;rOos exposures t0 asbestos hew axfated. 

wa could f ind  oursslvos ovrrdhelwd with cUirU for tho variety of  discores 

Both Assistant Sccrrtarymch,  0 3 8  Clafm Ee&m&, &I lpve a d d i t l o d  ~ y t i n ~ t c r i a l  to doc-& tha point8 b thir 1wEe for anyone who rpay 

have m t e r e o t  t o  f-further. 

ast  ,and 'ww ( c o n t f n t , h e '  future 9 if Eeatly mbimizdd. lqi$g%Ucity p r e r M t 4  ' 
given this problem, and with the Federal 3nuolvomsnt.h pollution pmblems, - -  

' .  
attributable to albestos dust. . .  
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