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a(L ASEESTOS DUST BAZARDS

Ve expect unusval hazards in this day of exploding technology. Occasionally s

morc gerious nroblem arises that needs special treztpent. The Travelers Engin-

sering cnd Claim people feel it necessary to document their concern over a new

and catastrophically serious loss potential involving the astestos industry, ) S
relative to the workmen's and general public exposure to asbestos dust, TWJM

/Ql‘--vi""‘“‘(ﬂm

The preblem was first trought to our sttention in Cecember, 1966, by our custoﬁex'sf"'lf’?z)
Johns-Nanville, who were disturbed tecause we paid ?mother insured,

Ventnore Asbestos Com%any. ‘A ruling was handed down indicsting a probable causal
relaticonstip Detween claizants! long association with the astestos industiry

and the development of cancer of the colon., A Doctor Selikoff's testimony was

verv darAging to us in this landmark case, Johns-Fanville thought this cass
mésates and that they, as a major producer of asbestos, would

be in great jeopardy. o )

Dr. I. J. Selikoff of the Mt. Sinai Hospital in New York City has made statisticsl
studies of asbestos workers and insulation installers, who have been exposed over
the last 25 years, Two cuotes from Doctor Selikoff's published data follows:
"Building trades, instzllation workers have relatively light,
intermittent exposures to asbestos. Of 632 insulation
workers who entered the trade before 1943 and weras traced
 through 1962, LS died of cancer of the lung or pleura, whereas
\ enly 6.6 such deaths were expected. Three of the pleural
tumors were nesotheliomas; there was also one peritoneal
msscthelioms. Four mesctheliomas in a total of 255 deaths -
is an exceedingly high incicents for such a rare tumor. In
addition, an unexpected but large number of men died of
cancer of the stomach, colen, or rectum (29 compared with
9.4 expected). Cther cancers were not incressed; 20.5 were
expected, 21-occurred., Twelve men died of asbestosis,.®

"Among the asbestos workers stuvdied here, cancer of the stomach s
eolor and rectum were thres times as frequent as expected.

" These data sugzest there may perhaps be an etiological rela-
tionship tetween the industrial asbestos exposure and carcinoma
of the gastral intestinal tract." i

The sttached copy of pages taken from Taylors Digest further spell cut the problem

and demonstrate the type of material that is appearing in the public press with

‘inereasing frequency. '
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! It is ﬁ-nnrcnt our concern is not Jjust with asbestosis and lung cancer, which is
) woll estabhshed among asbestos werkers, but also cancer of the stomach colen
and rectum.

6 sbestos dust has long been recognized as a health hazard. Classically it preduces
nvolvens rmad as , Slowly progresaive
dissase, cccurring with continued mhn.lation ol asbestos dust or fibera, It
involves the alveolar walls of the lung and thickens them by cohesive proliferated
calli. In shert, it rcduces the lung capacity which-may ultimately lead to death.
Two types of cancer have also been associated with the inhalation of asbestos ’
_ dust, carcinoma of the .(1;123 and resotheliora of the pleuts or peritoneun.
In April of this ear we as insurer for both Combuation Engineering and Johns-
“Ranville, paig SeverEl thousshd dollare in a ccﬁﬁ‘?ﬂﬁ?‘jﬂ?gm
“an Insulation worker of soms 25 ysars, There wera cight defendants, only two o
which wers our policyholders.

—————

B :11:gec generally thst he developed asbeswsis because in addition ta
the producta he himself handled, and while on jobs where he did not use the products

himsell, nevertheless the products were being used bty other employess, whereby he
became cxposed to asbestosEm: and %ﬁap‘s.

In his complsint he states, '"That each of the defenda.nts xnew, or should have
known, that the chemical compounds and deleterious substances and matter in said
inaulaticn 3s compounded, prepared and manufactured by defendants wers. highly
peisonous, dangerous and harmful to human belngs and to the hecalth of maa and

. that such materials were dei‘ectwe and were mt. suitable for the purposes for
which they were mt:ndcd « ]

Tt is interesting to note, this statement was msde in: spite of the fact that in
1961, I coctor told him to fet out of tho business or quit smoking if he
want"d ta live, Yet today, he is still mrkig; around such exposures.

Qur Claim Depar'cmenb learned in January of 1969, that we are involved in at least
two more cases similar to the [l csse which inwolved three of our policy=
holders out of ten named defendants, . - —

Asbestosis, lung or colon eancer claims whether comp or liability, from asbestos ’
workers or those working with asbestos msterisls, dres one thing, but the general
public exposurc and c¢laim potential is much more serious. Noting again the

public press and specifically the sttached Taylors Digest, it wil) be seen trhat:
much publicity is, and will be given, to the exposwres tc which we all are '
sublected. When we ¢onsider the asbestos materials which are all arcund us in
i.nsulation, breke lining, piping,‘ﬂrepruaﬁna materials ; houss siding, ccnstruce
tion work, etec., it is certain we do treathe some asbestos dust, even if in

minuta quantitles. Whether astestos produces colen cancer or not, Loctor Selikeff
has estaplished cata ithai seems to Frove it. Furiher, he points out that it is '
possible to demonstrats the presence of asbestos fiber in the intestinal tract.

He further states; "All other cancer producing substances cannot be seen by ths
microscope or any other way. We have many chemicals that will preduce eancer,

but there ia no way of =2ceing them. Yet, this pariicular substance can be seen
under the microscope and i{e permancnt, its rock as yeu knew, 4ts & minaral, and

has & half life of infinity, and once it gets mt.o bhe body it can be found there

5Q years later,” , ' e

Our exposure hers was brought into clear focus when: we were presented with the .
EE aga'ﬁat Johns~-¥anville, by the Txecvtor of. the Esute of — in’
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Asbestosis, lung or colon cancer claims whether Amp or liability, fmm asbcsto's-*
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October, 1808, In the complaint jt ic stzted in part; "In the cperatien of :.t'\
“STorcssis STt in Wanville, New Jersey, did h'lcv'inaly or with reascn to know,
causad astestos cust and fumes to be zémitted ints the aimosphere and become
airdorne, ccastituting a continual invasion of the swiTourding area and lccality,
including the resicent areas of the corsminity, -so as to-constitute an absclute
ruisance." It further states; "During aid the time mentioned herein, the

decedent was ctliged to inhsle and abserk into ‘her body system, the atmesthere :
polluted v the asbcstos fumes and particles createc by the Lefcendants as aferesaid
and in 1966 tecame il] thercfrem ard required hospitalizatjon and surgery, and
ultimately died he aforeraid exposure on Juns 12, 1567, from Kesothelioga
caused by the sforssalq astestos air pollution of the endant. e ther

guots frem the complaint is as Toidows: ™he Defendant dnew and had reazen to know
of the high degree of risk of health to others ard the residernts in the surrounding
ares of the plant, including the decsdent, a3 to the asbestoz air pollution and
thereby teceme strictly liable for the decedent's .ultimste injury SW
We understand there is another similar complaint alleging wrongful death from

Mesothelioma but no scrvices have yet been made. However, the newspapers have
becn playing up the problem of contaminated air in the srea.

In the NN case it is felt we have no chsnce of winning when it 4is litigated s
since it is evident that JohnS-Manville had contaminated boih ‘air and water in
the past. In fact a Johns-Hanville attorney stated, "Conficentially Johns-
Manville h3s been contaminating the 'Hell! out-of both the air and the water for
cuite some time." It is apparent Johns-Manville is concermed and frightened ove
the implications. .

YWe have had several dis:ussions with Johnk-lian\dlle on this probl¢am, toth hers

the home ofllce &nd at ville, s 12 active

vorking to e =tabIlicsh gulde Iﬁe’? an'E T3 conﬁ’E’T'the exposur:7 Ve havs been”

~ informed by the managerent of Jchns-Fanville that they are aware of the poas:.ble

hazards to hurzns posed by some of their products and are actively engaged in

saeking means to reduce the eposure. 'I'hey have set up & Fealth Task Force Team

headed by Mr. Burnett, Vice President of Johns-Manville and comprised of ,
represertatives from the Environzental Contrel, ledical, legal and Public Relations
Departrents. The purpose of this group is to datermine what hazards are :
associazted with any of their products and what corrective action or protection is
necessary. In additien, the insured provides grants to uvniversities and research
teams to determine the cffects of exposure to astestos and minsral fiter dust on
humans and the corrective action necessary to prevent associated diseaszes,

In addition, Doctor Selikoff has been des:gnated prosram director for tha

Insulation Industry Hygiene Research Program. °Fe will utilize the Environmentsl
Sceiences lateratory of lMt. Sinsi School of Medigine and will direct the investi-
gation of exposure to insulation workers in the construction industry which will

be financed by the 20,0C0 member Internstional Association of Heat and Frost
Inswlators and Asbestos Workers and by Johns-Manville Corporation. Also,
consultation and technical assistance will be provided by the Bursau of Occupationnl
Safety and Health of the U,S. Public Health Service, .

Engineering c¢ontrols have been instituted at the production plants to reduce and

contain asbestos from air and water, Ythile these contmls gay te highly effieient,
they can never hold back 100% of the contaminants. 'Much effort has been spent to

contro the cxposurs sulation workers bu 3 is sn jmpossible task to police
in the field 'rlorkars are drawn from labor poola for shert duration jobs and ire
not under the direct control of the centractor. Thay are not'receptive to us:mg %
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protective cequipment, nor is it practical in rany cases. Contrel of asbestos in
= COMS air 351 whon yo O ntribution from brake

33, abrasion of piping, house siding or other materials widely handled by
the genersl public. )
1f indeed therec is at lcast a ‘causal relationship of asbestos to the cited
diseases, which there appears there is, then a most serious loss potentia

the Travelers exists. Lven with the engincerMZ tontrols we have available,
( the exrosurc wiﬁLI continue and the long development period of the disease

i >

sugpests past exposures will continue 'to haunt us.

It js certajn groos exposures to asbestos heve existed in the past and will
continue in the future, even if preatly minimized. With the publicity presently
given thig problem, and with the Federal Inwolvement- in pellution problena, -t
we could find ourzelves overwhelmed with claims for the variety of discases '
attributsble tc asbestos duat, N

Supporting material to document the points in this wems for anyone who may
have interest to follow it further, N ‘

kY

p Both Assistant Secretary Hgtch, of the Claim Department, and I have additional

-

~. T

Supe r intendent
' Enginsering Division ‘
HWRziaf .
Attachment
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