October, 1808, In the complaint jt ic stzted in part; "In the cperatien of :.t'\
“STorcssis STt in Wanville, New Jersey, did h'lcv'inaly or with reascn to know,
causad astestos cust and fumes to be zémitted ints the aimosphere and become
airdorne, ccastituting a continual invasion of the swiTourding area and lccality,
including the resicent areas of the corsminity, -so as to-constitute an absclute
ruisance." It further states; "During aid the time mentioned herein, the

decedent was ctliged to inhsle and abserk into ‘her body system, the atmesthere :
polluted v the asbcstos fumes and particles createc by the Lefcendants as aferesaid
and in 1966 tecame il] thercfrem ard required hospitalizatjon and surgery, and
ultimately died he aforeraid exposure on Juns 12, 1567, from Kesothelioga
caused by the sforssalq astestos air pollution of the endant. e ther

guots frem the complaint is as Toidows: ™he Defendant dnew and had reazen to know
of the high degree of risk of health to others ard the residernts in the surrounding
ares of the plant, including the decsdent, a3 to the asbestoz air pollution and
thereby teceme strictly liable for the decedent's .ultimste injury SW
We understand there is another similar complaint alleging wrongful death from

Mesothelioma but no scrvices have yet been made. However, the newspapers have
becn playing up the problem of contaminated air in the srea.

In the Fetchke case it js felt we have no chsnce of winning when it 4is litigated s
since it is evident that JohnS-Manville had contaminated boih ‘air and water in
the past. In fact a Johns-Hanville attorney stated, "Conficentially Johns-
Manville h3s been contaminating the 'Hell! out-of both the air and the water for
cuite some time." It is apparent Johns-Manville is concermed and frightened ove
the implications. .

YWe have had several dis:ussions with Johnk-lian\dlle on this probl¢am, toth hers

the home ofllce &nd at ville, s 12 active

vorking to e =tabIlicsh gulde Iﬁe’? an'E T3 conﬁ’E’T'the exposur:7 Ve havs been”

~ informed by the managerent of Jchns-Fanville that they are aware of the poas:.ble

hazards to hurzns posed by some of their products and are actively engaged in

saeking means to reduce the eposure. 'I'hey have set up & Fealth Task Force Team

headed by Mr. Burnett, Vice President of Johns-Manville and comprised of ,
represertatives from the Environzental Contrel, ledical, legal and Public Relations
Departrents. The purpose of this group is to datermine what hazards are :
associazted with any of their products and what corrective action or protection is
necessary. In additien, the insured provides grants to uvniversities and research
teams to determine the cffects of exposure to astestos and minsral fiter dust on
humans and the corrective action necessary to prevent associated diseaszes,

In addition, Doctor Selikoff has been des:gnated prosram director for tha

Insulation Industry Hygiene Research Program. °Fe will utilize the Environmentsl
Sceiences lateratory of lMt. Sinsi School of Medigine and will direct the investi-
gation of exposure to insulation workers in the construction industry which will

be financed by the 20,0C0 member Internstional Association of Heat and Frost
Inswlators and Asbestos Workers and by Johns-Manville Corporation. Also,
consultation and technical assistance will be provided by the Bursau of Occupationnl
Safety and Health of the U,S. Public Health Service, .

Engineering c¢ontrols have been instituted at the production plants to reduce and

contain asbestos from air and water, Ythile these contmls gay te highly effieient,
they can never hold back 100% of the contaminants. 'Much effort has been spent to

contro the cxposurs sulation workers bu 3 is sn jmpossible task to police
in the field 'rlorkars are drawn from labor poola for shert duration jobs and ire
not under the direct control of the centractor. Thay are not'receptive to us:mg %

— A emaszz @ET2164250.
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